ChiMat Needs Assessment Reports
What do the reports tell you about your local area?
The needs assessment reports provide the baseline data you will need in developing needs
assessments as part of children’s and young people’s planning and Joint Strategic Needs Assessments.
This includes:
 Appropriate evidence-based information on prevalence;
 Incidence and risk factors affecting children's health and the provision of healthcare services; and
 Basic national statistical and other data necessary for the preparation of a Children's Health
Needs Assessment (CHNA).
You can currently choose from the following themes:
 Demographic profile
 Child and adolescent mental health (CAMHS)
 Children with disabilities
 Continence in children
 Speech and language impairment
 Maternity

1. What information do the reports present?
1.1 Demographic profile
The following information can be found in this needs assessment report:
 Population
 Population projections

 Mortality
 Deprivation

1.2 CAMHS
The following information can be found in this needs assessment report:





CAMHS overview
Estimated need for services at each tier
Learning disability
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD)






Self harm and suicide
Young offenders
Looked after children
Workforce

1.3 Children with disabilities
The following information can be found in this needs assessment report
 Definition
 Background
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 Prevalence of disability in children

www.chimat.org.uk

1.4 Continence in children
The following information can be found in this needs assessment report
 Introduction and background
 Prevalence of urinary continence
problems in children
 Constipation and soiling
 Children with special needs






Guidelines
Supporting tools
Organisations
References

1.5 Speech and language impairment
The following information can be found in this needs assessment report
 Speech and language impairment incidence and prevalence
 Autism incidence and prevalence
1.6 Maternity
The following information can be found in this needs assessment report





Demographic characteristics
Characteristics of mothers
Health promotion in pregnancy
Labour and immediate post natal care

2. How do I generate a needs assessment?
Follow these steps to generate a needs assessment. The diagram below shows where each of the
buttons can be found:
Click on the arrow and then choose from the drop-down menu which geographical
area you want to see. (1)
Click on the arrow and choose from the list of areas in the drop-down menu, the
needs assessment report you want to see. (2)
You can read the information in your profile as a PDF. To do this, click on the “export
to PDF” button (3)
Figure 1

Drop down menu – PCT,
local authority or CAMHS
partnership (1)

Drop down menu – area (2)

Export to PDF button (3)
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3. What does the report show me about the health needs of my local population?
Each report provides a range of different types of data which will help you to start to understand the
needs of your local area and plan accordingly.
3.1 Demographic information
As part of all needs assessments you will need to understand the population statistics which relate to
your local area. The Demographic profile contains a full range of statistics which describe your local
population and can be used in conjunction with the other themes. It can also be used on its own to
support other planning activities. In addition, this report contains projections about how your
population is likely to change in coming years. Demographic information includes:
 Age
 Sex

 Births
 Deaths

 Ethnicity

3.2 Incidence and prevalence
All the needs assessment reports contain prevalence data with some also including information about
incidence. While prevalence and incidence data are different, working with both of them will help you
to gain a greater understanding of the kinds of numbers of actual children, young people or mothers
with a particular condition in your local area.
If you want to understand the likely number of new cases in your local area each year, you should
look at the incidence information given in the report. Incidence is the number of new cases of disease
that develop in a population of individuals at risk during a specified time period.i
If you want to understand the likely proportion of your population affected by a particular condition,
you should look at the prevalence information given in the report. Prevalence is the proportion of
individuals in a population who have the disease at a specific instant or during a specified period of
time.ii
The needs assessment reports present both incidence and prevalence data and then go on to estimate
the number of actual people this would equate to in your local area. In other words, it answers the
question “if this prevalence or incidence is applied to my local population, how many people would
this mean are affected by the condition?”
3.3 Other information
Some of the reports contain additional information about areas such as workforce, deprivation,
supporting tools, guidelines, organisations and references. These will help you when preparing your
needs assessment.

i

Taken from ERPHO Analyst Course: General Resources – Glossary
www.erpho.org.uk/viewResource.aspx?id=19639
ii
Ibid
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4. What might I do next with what I learn from looking at the needs assessments?
Step 1 – Discuss locally: data are only one part of the jigsaw. It is important to “sense check” the
findings with colleagues against your own local knowledge. For example, many of the needs
assessment reports present a number of different prevalence estimations based on different studies
and methodologies. Discussing these locally will help you better understand the information and act
on it more effectively.
Step 2 – Carry out more detailed local analysis. While the needs assessment reports bring together all
the key data about your populations to help in your planning, there may be some specific aspects
which you wish to investigate in more depth:
 Use ChiMat’s Data Atlas to find out more information about your local area such as ethnicity and
levels of deprivation.
 Checking for errors in the data, submitted for central collection, which have been used to
populate this report. Full details of the data sources are included on the website in the metadata.
 Use ChiMat’s other tools such as Child Health Profiles and the NHS Atlas of Variation in
Healthcare for Children and Young People to compare your local data with that for other areas
and identify opportunities for improvement.
Step 3 – Collate other evidence to inform your planning. Many of the needs assessments reports
contain links to supporting information and resources. In addition, ChiMat has a detailed Knowledge
Hub which provides easy access to a range of information, evidence, knowledge and expertise relating
to all aspects of children’s, young people’s and maternal health.
Step 4 – Work with the ChiMat local specialist in your area to develop your plans. Contact the
ChiMat local specialist working in your area who is available to work with you to help you gain a full
understanding of the potential implications of the needs assessment reports for your organisation.

5. Useful links





ChiMat Needs Assessment Reports
– www.chimat.org.uk/serviceplanning

ChiMat Knowledge Hub
– www.chimat.org.uk/knowledgehub

 Contact your local specialist
– http://www.chimat.org.uk/chimat/local
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 ChiMat Data Atlas
– atlas.chimat.org.uk
 Child Health Profiles
– www.chimat.org.uk/profiles
 NHS Atlas of Variation in Healthcare for
Children and Young People
– www.chimat.org.uk/variation
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